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2019 Cattle and Beef Market 
Issues
■Cattle inventories peaking

■Continued but slow growth in beef 
production

■Continued strong beef demand is key
Domestic and international
Signs of weakness?

■Biggest threats are external
Slowing economic growth in U.S. and global
Trade Issues

Issues and Trends

■Plant closure impacts past
■African Swine Fever
■Feed markets 
■Alternative proteins
■Beef on dairy
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Daily Steer + Heifer Slaughter
Saturday, Head

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

70000

80000

90000

T-2 T-1 T+1 T+2 T+3 T+4 T+5 T+6
Week

2018

2019

T = Fire

Daily Steer + Heifer Slaughter
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Daily Steer + Heifer Slaughter
Head, % Change, 2018-2019
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Choice Boxed Beef Price
$/cwt.
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Choice Boxed Beef Price
$/cwt.
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Fed Cattle Price
$/cwt.
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Livestock Marketing Information Center



Fed Cattle Price
$/cwt.
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Feeder Cattle Price
Oklahoma Auction, $/cwt.
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Feeder Cattle Price
700-750 lb. Steers, Oklahoma Auction, $/cwt.
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Steer and Heifer Slaughter Impacts
Finney County Tyson Plant Fire, August 9, 2019

■Week Prior 521,744 head (actual) 
■Week After 520,742 head (actual)
■1 week impact -1,002 head (-0.19 %)
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Steer Price, Total Value and Value of Gain 
October 25, 2019, Oklahoma Combined Auction

Weight 
(lbs)

Average 
Price 
($/cwt.)

Total 
Value 
($/hd)

VOG
400 lb.  
Beg. 
Weight
($/lb.)

VOG
450 
lb.  
Beg. 
Weigh
t
($/lb

VOG
500 lb.  
Beg. 
Weight
($/lb.)

VOG
550 lb.  
Beg. 
Weight
($/lb.)

VOG
600 
lb.  
Beg. 
Weigh
t
($/lb.)

VOG
650 
lb.  
Beg. 
Weigh
t
($/lb.)

400 $168.44 $674
450 $163.95 $738 $1.28
500 $157.28 $786 $1.13 $0.97
550 $150.13 $826 $1.01 $0.88 $0.79
600 $148.57 $891 $1.09 $1.02 $1.05 $1.31
650 $148.69 $967 $1.17 $1.14 $1.20 $1.41 $1.50
700 $146.49 $1,025 $1.17 $1.15 $1.19 $1.33 $1.34 $1.18
750 $147.30 $1,105 $1.23 $1.22 $1.27 $1.40 $1.42 $1.38
800 $146.57 $1,173 $1.25 $1.24 $1.29 $1.39 $1.41 $1.37
850 $143.84 $1,223 $1.22 $1.21 $1.25 $1.32 $1.32 $1.28
900 $139.60 $1,256 $1.17 $1.15 $1.17 $1.23 $1.22 $1.16



Price-Weight Relationship
Medium/Large No. 1 Steers, Kansas
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Marketing-It requires a plan!

■Trent Milacek
■NW Area Ag Econ 

Specialist
■trent.milacek@okstate.edu
■580-237-7677


